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ABSTRACT 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To visualize a similarity degree by a quantitative 
form and to present the large amount of retrieved results by an orderly 
form by displaying the image of a high similarity degree large and the 
image of a low similarity degree small and indicating the retrieved results 
corresponding to respective retrieval conditions to a user as continuous 
change when the retrieval condition changes with time. 

SOLUTION: In a visualizing space 210, the images of the retrieved result 
are displayed as a three-dimensional scatter diagram. The sizes in three 
dimensions of the respective images are made to correspond to the 
similarity degree calculated from the feature amount data of the respective 
images and the feature amount data of liked and disliked images specified 
by the user. The coordinate axis of the visualizing space 210 is selected 
from an image feature amount and the selection of the axis is automatically 
changed with a fixed time interval. While shifting from a certain 
coordinate system to the next coordinate system, the one for which the 
value on the two coordinate systems of the respective images is linearly 
supplemented is used as the track of the image. To the user, it is observed 
as the automatic three-dimensional motion of the respective images. 
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